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How long does the coronavirus
survive in the environment?
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Staphylococcus aureus
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Acinetobacter
Clostridioides difficile
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spraying or fogging (also known as fumigation or misting)
formaldehyde,

chlorine-based agents

guaternary ammonium compounds
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UV radiation can be classified into three types based on wavelength: UVA, UVB and
UVC.

Nearly all the UV radiation that reaches Earth 1s UV A, because most of UVB and all of
UVC light 1s absorbed by the ozone layer, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. And it's UVC, which has the shortest wavelength and the highest
energy, that can act as a disinfectant.

Related: What is ultraviolet light?

"UVC has been used for years, it's not new," UVC at a specific wavelength, 254
nanometers, has been successfully used to mactivate HIN1 influenza and other
coronaviruses, such as severe acute respiratory virus (SARS-CoV) and Middle Eastern
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV), she said. A study published June 26 to the preprint
database medRxiv from Kohli's colleagues awaiting peer review now confirms that UVC
also eliminates SARS-CoV-2.
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How can you
HELP stop
the spread
of germs?

L M .
4% Patients& 4%
direct

contact
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Staphylococcus aureus
Pseudomonas
Acinetobacter
Clostridioides difficile
Candida auris
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Putting on and Removing PPE
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Droplet precautions

Droplet precautions

* Surgical masks ("1

— When entering the room
Or
— When at least one meter from patient

>y F
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Airborne precautions

Airborne precautions

* Use of respirator (N95 or equivalent) instead of surgical mask

* When aerosol generating procedures
— Suctioning
— Intubation
— Coughing stimulation therapy
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Waste management
Health-care waste produced during the care of patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-

19 is considered to be infectious and should be collected safely in clearly marked lined
containers and sharp safe boxes. To safely manage health-care waste, facilities should:

e assign responsibility and adequate human and material resources to segregate and
dispose of waste;

e treat waste preferably on-site, and then safely dispose of it. If waste is moved off-site, it is
critical to understand where and how it will be treated and disposed;

e use appropriate PPE (boots, long-sleeved gown, heavy-duty gloves, mask, and goggles or a
face shield) while managing infectious waste and perform hand hygiene after taking off the
PPE.

e prepare for increases in the volume of infectious waste during the COVID 19 outbrealk,
especially through the use of PPE
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1. Best Practices for Environmental Cleaning in Health Care Facilities. Centers for
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