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What is Alzheimer Disease?

 Alzheimer Disease is the most common form of 

dementia.

 gradual onset and continuing decline of memory, 

changes in judgment or reasoning, and inability to 

perform familiar tasks.



Who was Alzheimer?

 Alois Alzheimer 1864-1915

 Professor of Psychology in 

Breslau

 In 1907 described case of 

a 57 year old and 

subsequent pathological 

findings



AD IN IRAN

 The total sample size of the 4 selected studies was 

2781. The prevalence of Alzheimer's disease in the 

current study was estimated to be 2.3% in the 

population of 67-78 years old. Age, genetics, 

depression and hy-pertension were determined as 

the risk factors for Alzheimer's disease, while daily 

listening to music, meeting weekly with friends and 

daily intake of vitamin E were considered as the 

factors with protective role in this dis-ease. 



Alzheimer Disease

 no known cause or cure for the disease, but 

researchers around the world are working to find 

them.

 Two types:

 sporadic AD can strike adults at any age, but usually 

occurs after age 65 

 familial autosomal dominant Alzheimer Disease (FAD), 

which runs in certain families



Sporadic Alzheimer Disease

 makes up 90 to 95 percent of cases of the disease. 

 People with this form may or may not have a family 
history of the disease.

 Children of someone with Sporadic Alzheimer 
Disease have a somewhat higher risk of developing 
AD, when compared to people with no family 
history of the disease. 



Familial Autosomal Dominant 

Alzheimer Disease (FAD)

 FAD is rare and makes up only 5 to 10 % of all 

cases of Alzheimer Disease

 FAD is passed from generation to generation due to 

a dominant inheritance pattern

 If a parent has the mutated gene, each child has a 

50 per cent chance of inheriting it



Risk Factors for AD

 Advancing age

 Family history of Alzheimer Disease

 Low education levels

 Head injury

 Down Syndrome

 Environmental factors. 



United States: 14% of people 71 years and older 

have dementia and AD accounts for 70% of them.



Main presentations of AD:

- Cognitive symptoms of AD most comm

- only include deficits in:

- - short-term memory

- - executive function

- - visuospatial function

- - praxis



Neuropsychiatric Symptoms

The earliest: :

apathy,

anxiety, 

irritability.



Anxiety and irritability:

often provoked in situations that the patient finds challenging



Structural imaging: Mesial 

temporal atrophy
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